
Important Dates and Numbers 
 

• All children’s books checked out before 5/13 are due! If you 
are in the middle of a children’s book checked out before 
5/13, please renew it. 

• All children’s books checked out after 5/13 are due 9/15. 
• Kids may have up to 10 books out at a time for the summer.  

Grown-ups may have up to 25. 

Summer Reading 
at Bank Street 

(Upper School) 

Happy Summer Reading! 
 
Inside you will find, compiled by your librarian: 
• Summer reading recommendations 
• Tips to make summer reading a non-chore 
 
The library is open all summer; please come 
visit us to refresh your reading options. 
 
Enjoy! 
-Allie 
abruce@bankstreet.edu 
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PARENTS, READ ME! 
7 Ways to make Summer Reading  

a NON-CHORE! 
 

Studies show that kids read more when they see others reading*—so make time 

to read yourself.  Curl up with a book, right where your kid can see you. 

 

To understand what your child may be feeling about reading-as-chore, read 

Summer Reading Is Killing Me (Jon Scieszka) or Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love 

Stuart Little (Peggy Elizabeth Gifford). 

 

Reading as a leisure activity is the best predictor of comprehension, vocabulary, 

and reading speed.** Remember that “reading” is not just novels; picture books, 

non-fiction, magazines, comics, and audiobooks all count. 

 

Kids often report that they have a hard time finding books that they like. If that 

happens, have a friend recommend books. Your kids are much more likely to 

enjoy something recommended by a friend than by a grown-up. 

 

Plan regular trips to the library to refresh your reading options.  Bank Street 

Library is open Mon-Thurs 9-9:45; Fri 9-5; Sat 10-5 (August Mon-Fri 9-5).   

Check out your local public library, too. 

 

Visit bookstores for author events and storyhours, and invite friends too!   

Check bankstreetbooks.com for Bank Street Bookstore’s calendar. 

 

Make bookstore visits a treat. Give kids a set amount of money to buy a book or 

two, and just let it go when they choose The Day My Butt Went Psycho. 
 
*Krashen, Stephen D. The Power of Reading: Insights From the Research. Libraries Unlimited: USA, 2004. 

**Ibid. 



Non-Fiction 

GO: A Kidd’s Guide To Graphic 
Design by Chip Kidd 
Introduces the ways in which a 
designer communicates his or her 
ideas to the world; includes ten 
projects for kids to work on. 

Ice: The Amazing History of the Ice 
Business by Laurence Pringle 
Traces the history of the ice 
industry from its origins in the early 
1800s, describing the ideas and 
inventions that enabled individuals 
to store ice in their homes and 
businesses, and sharing 
photographs, postcards, and more. 

Fourth Down and Inches 
 by Carla Killough McClafferty 
Looks at the origins of football and 
the latest research on concussion 
and traumatic brain injuries. 

Beyond Magenta: Transgender 
Teens Speak Out by Susan Kuklin 
Six teens tell what it is like for them 
to be members of the transgender 
community. (14+) 

At Home in Her Tomb  
by Christine Liu-Perkins 
Unearths the mysteries of the ancient 
Mawangdui tombs, including the best 
preserved mummy in the world. 

Searching for Sarah Rector 
by Tonya Bolden 
In 1914, 11-year-old Sarah Rector—
an African-American who was part 
of the Creek people and whose land 
had made her wealthy—
disappeared.  This is her story. 

Facing the Lion by Joseph Lekuton 
A member of the Masai people 
describes his life as he grew up in a 
northern Kenya village, travelled to 
America to attend college, and 
became an elementary school 
teacher in Virginia. 

Leaving China: An Artist Paints His 
World War II Childhood 
by James McMullan 
The artist explores how his early 
childhood in China and wartime 
journeys with his mother influenced 
his whole life. 

All Stations! Distress!: April 15, 
1912, the Day the Titanic Sank 
by Don Brown 
A gripping acount of the ill-fated 
maiden voyage of the Titanic. 



Non-Fiction, cont’d. 

Flesh and Blood So Cheap 
by Albert Marrin 
Tells the story of the infamous fire 
in a New York factory, how workers 
perished because the doors were 
locked, and its place in the history 
of the labor movement. 

Race: A History Beyond Black and 
White by Marc Aronson 
Race. You know it at a glance, but 
why? Where did the concept come 
from? And why is it so powerful? 

Claudette Colvin: Twice Towards 
Justice by Phillip Hoose 
An in-depth account of an important 
yet largely unknown civil rights 
figure.  Her dramatic story is woven 
into the fabric of the historic 
Montgomery bus boycott and court 
case that would change the course 
of American history. 

Freedom Summer: The 1964 Struggle 
for Civil Rights in Mississippi  
by Susan Goldman Rubin 
An account of the civil rights crusade 
in Mississippi 50 years ago that 
brought on shocking violence and the 
beginning of a new political order. 

The Tapir Scientist by Sy Montgomery 
Authors Sy Montgomery and Nic Bishop 
join a tapir-finding expedition led by the 
Brazilian field scientist Pati Medici. 

Angel Island by Russel Freedman 
Traces how Angel Island served as 
an entry point for one million Asian 
immigrants to the United States in 
the early 20th century, drawing on 
memoirs, diaries, letters and "wall 
poems" discovered at the facility 
long after it closed. 

The Port Chicago 50  
by Steve Sheinkin 
On July 17, 1944, a massive explosion 
killed over 300 Black sailors at Port 
Chicago.  On August 9th, 244 men 
refused to go back to work until unsafe 
and unfair conditions at the docks were 
addressed. For this decision, they were 
charged with mutiny. 

Chuck Close: Face Book by Chuck Close 
Describes the creative processes Close 
uses in the studio and his struggles 
with his disabilities. Includes a self-
portrait mix-and-match section with 
divided pages to flip, which 
demonstrates his techniques and 
images. 

Kids of Kabul by Deborah Ellis 
Children speak about their lives since 
the fall of the Taliban in 2001. 
Violence and oppression still exist, 
particularly affecting the lives of girls, 
but the kids are weathering their lives 
with courage and optimism. 



Poetry 

How I Discovered Poetry 
by Marilyn Nelson 
The author reflects on her childhood in 
the 1950s and her development as an 
artist and young woman through fifty 
poems that consider such influences as 
the Civil Rights Movement, the "Red 
Scare" era, and the feminist movement. 

The Flag of Childhood: Poems from 
the Middle East 
Eloquent pieces from Palestine, 
Israel, Egypt, Iraq, and elsewhere 
open windows into the hearts and 
souls of people we usually meet 
only on the nightly news. 

Caminar by Skila Brown 
In 1981, when soldiers arrive in his 
Guatemalan village, Carlos must 
flee and join a band of guerillas 
heading to the mountains where 
his grandmother lives. 

Silver People: Voices from the 
Panama Canal by Margarita Engle 
Fourteen-year-old Mateo and other 
Caribbean islanders face 
discrimination, segregation, and 
harsh working conditions when 
American recruiters lure them to 
the Panamanian rainforest in 1906 
to build the great canal. 

Under the Mesquite 
by Guadalupe Garcia McCall 
Throughout her high school years, 
as her mother battles cancer, 
Lupita takes on more responsibility 
for her house and seven younger 
siblings, while finding refuge in 
acting and writing poetry. 

What the Heart Knows 
by Joyce Sidman 
A collection of poems to 
provide comfort, courage, and 
humor at difficult or daunting 
moments in life. 

Romeo and Juliet: The Graphic 
Novel by Gareth Hinds 
She's a Capulet. He's a Montague. 
But when Romeo and Juliet first 
meet, they don't know they're from 
rival families-- and when they find 
out, they don't care. 

The Lightning Dreamer 
By Margarita Engle 
In free verse, evokes the voice of 
Gertrudis Gomez de Avellaneda, a 
book-loving writer, feminist, and 
abolitionist who courageously 
fought injustice in nineteenth-
century Cuba. 

Hey World, Here I Am! by Jean Little 
A collection of poems and brief 
vignettes from the perspective of a 
girl named Kate Bloomfield, 
reflecting her views on friendship, 
school, family life, and the world. 



Better Nate Than Ever by Tim Federle 
An eighth-grader who dreams of 
performing in a Broadway musical 
concocts a plan to run away to New 
York and audition for the role of 
Elliot in the musical version of "E.T." 

Fiction 

How I Became a Ghost by Tim Tingle 
A Choctaw boy tells the story of his 
tribe's removal from the only land its 
people had ever known, and how their 
journey to Oklahoma led him to 
become a ghost--one with the ability to 
help those he left behind. 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
Fourteen-year-old twin basketball 
stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with 
highs and lows on and off the court as 
their father ignores his declining 
health. 

Zane and the Hurricane 
by Rodman Philbrick 
A twelve-year-old boy and his dog 
become trapped in New Orleans 
during the horrors of Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Does My Head Look Big In This? 
by Randa Abdel-Fattah 
When sixteen-year-old Amal 
decides to wear the hijab full-time, 
her entire world changes, all 
because of a piece of cloth. 

Under the Egg 
by Laura Marx Fitzgerald 
Her grandfather's dying words lead 
thirteen-year-old Theodora Tenpenny 
to a valuable, hidden painting she 
fears may be stolen, but it is her 
search for answers in her Greenwich 
Village neighborhood that brings a 
real treasure. 

The Great Greene Heist 
by Varian Johnson 
Jackson Greene has a reputation as 
a prankster at Maplewood Middle 
School, but after the last disaster 
he is trying to go straight--but when 
it looks like Keith Sinclair may steal 
the election for school president 
from Jackson's former best friend 
Gabriela, he assembles a team to 
make sure Keith does not succeed. 

Keeping Corner by Kashmira Sheth 
In India in the 1940's, thirteen-year-
old Leela's happy, spoiled childhood 
ends when her husband since age 
nine, whom she barely knows, dies, 
leaving her a widow whose only 
hope of happiness could come from 
Mahatma Ghandi's reforms . 

A Banquet for Hungry Ghosts 
by Ying Chang Compestine 
An eight-course banquet of ghost 
stories  centering around Chinese 
cooking and culture. Each story is 
followed by a recipe and historical 
notes. 



Rose Under Fire by Elizabeth Wein 
When young American pilot Rose 
Justice is captured by Nazis and sent 
to Ravensbrück, the notorious 
women's concentration camp, she 
finds hope in the impossible through 
the loyalty, bravery, and friendship 
of her fellow prisoners. (14+) 

Fiction, cont’d 

The Shadow Hero by Gene Luen Yang 
Created in the 1940s, the Green Turtle was 
the first Asian American super hero.  In The 
Shadow Hero, we learn his origin story, and 
why he solves crimes and fights injustice. 

The Meaning of Maggie  
by Megan Jean Sovern 
Eleven-year-old Maggie Mayfield is 
an A-plus student with big plans for 
herself, but at this moment she is 
also facing a lot of problems--like 
starting middle school and figuring 
out how to help her father, who 
has Multiple Sclerosis. 

West of the Moon by Margi Preus 
After being separated from her 
sister and sold to a cruel goat 
farmer, Astri makes a daring 
escape. Armed with a troll treasure, 
a book of spells and curses, and a 
possibly magic hairbrush, Astri and 
her sister set off for America. 

We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 
Spending the summers on her 
family's private island off the coast 
of Massachusetts with her cousins 
and a special boy named Gat, 
teenaged Cadence struggles to 
remember what happened during 
her fifteenth summer.  For 13+ 

A Snicker of Magic by Natalie Lloyd  
The Pickles are new to Midnight Gulch, 
Tennessee, a town which legend says was 
once magic--but Felicity is convinced the 
magic is still there, and with the help of 
her new friend Jonah the Beedle she 
hopes to bring the magic back. 

Rules by Cynthia Lord 
Frustrated at life with an autistic 
brother, twelve-year-old Catherine 
longs for a normal existence but her 
world is further complicated by a 
friendship with a young paraplegic. 

The Blossoming of Violet Diamond 
by Brenda Woods 
Violet is a smart, funny, brown-
eyed, brown-haired girl in a family 
of blondes.  Now that Violet's 11, 
she decides it's time to learn about 
her African-American heritage. 

Born Confused by Tanuja Desai Hidier 
Dimple, whose family is from India, 
discovers that she is not Indian 
enough for Indians and not American 
enough for Americans, as she sees her 
hypnotically beautiful, manipulative 
best friend taking possession of both 
her heritage and the boy she likes. 
(14+) 
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