
Important Dates and Numbers 
 

• All children’s books checked out before 5/13 are due! If you 
are in the middle of a children’s book checked out before 
5/13, please renew it. 

• All children’s books checked out after 5/13 are due 9/15. 
• Kids may have up to 10 books out at a time for the summer.  

Grown-ups may have up to 25. 

Summer Reading 
at Bank Street 

(Middle School) 

Happy Summer Reading! 
 
Inside you will find, compiled by your librarian: 
• Summer reading recommendations 
• Tips to make summer reading a non-chore 
 
The library is open all summer; please come 
visit us to refresh your reading options. 
 
Enjoy! 
-Allie 
abruce@bankstreet.edu 
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PARENTS, READ ME! 
7 Ways to make Summer Reading  

a NON-CHORE! 
 

Studies show that kids read more when they see others reading*—so make time 

to read yourself.  Curl up with a book, right where your kid can see you. 

 

To understand what your child may be feeling about reading-as-chore, read 

Summer Reading Is Killing Me (Jon Scieszka) or Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love 

Stuart Little (Peggy Elizabeth Gifford). 

 

Reading as a leisure activity is the best predictor of comprehension, vocabulary, 

and reading speed.** Remember that “reading” is not just novels; picture books, 

non-fiction, magazines, comics, and audiobooks all count. 

 

Kids often report that they have a hard time finding books that they like. If that 

happens, have a friend recommend books. Your kids are much more likely to 

enjoy something recommended by a friend than by a grown-up. 

 

Plan regular trips to the library to refresh your reading options.  Bank Street 

Library is open Mon-Thurs 9-9:45; Fri 9-5; Sat 10-5 (August Mon-Fri 9-5).   

Check out your local public library, too. 

 

Visit bookstores for author events and storyhours, and invite friends too!   

Check bankstreetbooks.com for Bank Street Bookstore’s calendar. 

 

Make bookstore visits a treat. Give kids a set amount of money to buy a book or 

two, and just let it go when they choose The Day My Butt Went Psycho. 
 
*Krashen, Stephen D. The Power of Reading: Insights From the Research. Libraries Unlimited: USA, 2004. 

**Ibid. 



The Librarian of Basra: A True Story 
From Iraq 
by Jeanette Winter 
For 14 years, Alia’s library has been 
a meeting place for those who love 
books. But now war has come, and 
Alia fears that the library--along 
with the thirty thousand books 
within it--will be destroyed forever. 

No Monkeys, No Chocolate 
by Melissa Stewart and Allen Young 
Describes how the cocoa bean is used to 
make chocolate and how the animals and 
other living things in the tropical rainforest 
play important parts in its creation. 

Parrots Over Puerto Rico 
by Cindy Trumbore 
A combined history of the Puerto 
Rican parrot and the island of 
Puerto Rico, highlighting current 
efforts to save the Puerto Rican 
parrot by protecting and managing 
this endangered species. 

Bone by Bone by Sara Levine 
What would you be if your finger 
bones grew so long that they 
reached your feet? This book will 
keep readers guessing as they 
learn about how our skeletons 
are like—and unlike—those of 
other animals. 

Toilet by David Macaulay 
Follows a tour of the bathroom 
and the sewer system, from the 
family toilets to municipal water 
treatment plants. 

Non-Fiction Picture Books 

Balloons Over Broadway 
by Melissa Sweet 
Tells the story of puppeteer Tony 
Sarg, capturing his zest for play and 
his long-lasting gift to America--the 
inspired helium balloons that would 
become the trademark of Macy's 
Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

That’s a Possibility!  by Bruce Goldstone 
With colorful photos and interactive 
examples, this book introduces children 
to the ideas of something being 
possible, probable, or impossible. 

When the Beat Was Born: DJ Kool 
Herc and the Creation of Hip Hop by 
Laban Carrick Hill 
From his childhood in Jamaica to his 
youth in the Bronx, this book tells 
how Kool Herc came to be a DJ, how 
kids in gangs stopped fighting in 
order to breakdance, and how the 
music he invented went on to define 
a culture and transform the world. 

Brave Girl by Michelle Markel 
The story of immigrant Clara 
Lemlich, who fought back against 
the poor treatment of her fellow 
factory workers and led the 
largest walkout of women 
workers in the country. 



Built To Last by David Macaulay 
Reveals the how and why behind 
some of the most fascinating and 
enduring structures humankind 
has ever created. 

What Color is My World?  
by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
Profiles with fast facts on flaps 
feature the minds behind the 
gamma electric cell and the ice-
cream scoop, improvements to 
traffic lights, open-heart surgery, 
and more. 

Scaly Spotted Feathered Frilled: 
How Do We Know What Dinosaurs 
Really Looked Like?  
by Catherine Thimmish 
Follow a paleoartist to learn how 
science, art, and imagination 
combine to bring us face-to-face 
with the past. 

The Trouble Begins at 8 
by Sid Fleischman 
The story of Mark Twain: a 
wisecracking adventurer who 
came of age in the Wild West. 

Non-Fiction Chapter Books 

Our Eleanor by Candace Fleming 
From securing low-cost housing for 
Kentucky's poor, to helping her 
grandchildren hang a tire swing on the 
White House lawn, to representing 
America as the first female delegate to 
the United Nations, Eleanor Roosevelt 
rarely kept a second of her life for 
herself -- and she wouldn't have had it 
any other way. 

We Are the Ship: The Story of 
Negro League Baseball 
by Kadir Nelson 
Explores the history of Negro 
League baseball teams, discussing 
owners, players, hardships, wins, 
and losses; with jaw-dropping 
illustrations. 

Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who 
Dared to Dream by Tanya Lee Stone 
13 women proved that they were not 
only as tough as the toughest man 
but also brave enough to challenge 
the government. They were blocked 
by prejudice, jealousy, and the 
scrawled note of one of the most 
powerful men in Washington. 

Swords: An Artist’s Devotion 
by Ben Boos 
 Illustrated with breathtaking 
intricacy, a celebration of swords and 
swordsmen spans history and 
cultures, from Beowulf to medieval 
knights and from ninjas to legendary 
maidens of war. 

The Flight of Red Bird 
by Doreen Rappaport 
Taken from her family on the 
Yankton Sioux Reservation at the 
age of eight and sent to a school 
far from home, Gertrude is 
forced to become "civilized.” 



Hip Hop Speaks to Children: A 
Celebration of Poetry With a 
Beat by Nikki Giovanni 
More than 50 poems and an 
accompanying CD introduce the 
rhythmic wonder that is Hip Hop. 

Poem Runs: Baseball Poems and 
Paintings by Douglas Florian 
Featuring a mean-armed pitcher, a 
daisy-picking right fielder, 
and a lightning-swift base stealer, 
Poem Runs combines irresistible 
language and bold illustrations. 

Mirror, Mirror by Marilyn Singer 
A collection of short poems which, 
when reversed, provide new 
perspectives on the fairy tale 
characters they feature. 

Poetry 

Gone Fishing 
by Tamara Will Wissinger 
In this novel told through poems, 
nine-year-old Sam loves fishing 
with his dad, so when his pesky 
little sister horns in on their fishing 
trip, he is none too pleased.  

Love That Dog by Sharon Creech 
A young student, who comes to 
love poetry through a personal 
understanding of what different 
famous poems mean to him, 
surprises himself by writing his 
own inspired poem. 

Words With Wings by Nikki Grimes 
Gabby's world is filled with daydreams, 
which help her escape from her parents’ 
arguments. But with the help of a new 
teacher, Gabby the dreamer might just 
become Gabby the writer. 

When the Rain Sings: Poems by Young 
Native Americans 
A collection of poems written by young 
Native Americans, inspired by or 
matched with photographs of artifacts 
and people from the National Museum 
of the American Indian. 

César: Sí, Se Puede!  
by Carmen T. Bernier-Grand 
Tells the life story of Cesar Chavez, 
whose efforts as a labor leader in 
the mid-twentieth century 
brought better working conditions 
to migrant farmworkers in the U.S. 

Moon, Have You Met My Mother 
by Karla Kuskin 
Whether she writes about 
napping cats, reaches of 
beaches, or radishes as beautiful 
as the moon, Kuskin’s poems 
amuse and inspire. 



Lindbergh: The Tale of a Flying 
Mouse by Torben Kuhlmann 
A new invention—the mechanical 
mousetrap—has caused all the 
mice but one to flee to America. 
But with cats guarding the 
steamships, crossings are no 
longer safe. In the bleakest of 
places, the one remaining mouse 
learns to fly. 

Big Red Lollipop by Rukhsana Khan 
Rubina has been invited to her first 
birthday party, and her mother, 
Ami, insists that she bring her little 
sister along. Rubina is mortified, 
but she can’t convince Ami that 
you just don’t bring your younger 
sister to your friend’s party. 

When the Shadbush Blooms 
by Carla Messinger 
A young Lenni Lenape Indian child 
describes her family's life through 
the seasons. Includes facts about 
the Lenni Lenape Indians. 

Fiction Picture Books 

Chalk by Bill Thomson 
A wordless picture book about three 
children who go to a park on a rainy 
day, find some chalk, and draw 
pictures that come to life. 

The Three Pigs by David Wiesner 
The three pigs escape the wolf 
by going into another world 
where they meet the cat and the 
fiddle, the cow that jumped over 
the moon, and a dragon. 

Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold 
A young girl dreams of flying 
above her Harlem home, 
claiming all she sees for herself 
and her family. 

Rules of Summer by Shaun Tan 
Two boys explain the occasionally 
mysterious "rules" they learned 
over the summer, like never eat the 
last olive at a party, never ruin a 
perfect plan, and never give your 
keys to a stranger. 

All Different Now by Angela Johnson 
In 1865, members of a family start 
their day as slaves, working in a Texas 
cotton field, and end it celebrating 
their freedom on what came to be 
known as Juneteenth. 

The Chronicles of Harris Burdick 
by Chris Van Allsburg 
Renowned storytellers share tales 
inspired by the thought-provoking 
illustrations in Chris Van Allsburg's 
"The Mysteries of Harris Burdick," 
including Kate DiCamillo, Lois 
Lowry, and Jon Scieszka. 



The Night Gardener 
by Jonathon Auxier 
Two Irish siblings travel to work as 
servants at a crumbling English 
manor house. But the house and its 
family are not quite what they seem. 

The Grand Plan to Fix Everything  
by Uma Krishnaswami 
11-year-old Dini loves movies, and 
when she learns that her family is 
moving to India for two years, her 
devastation over leaving her best 
friend is tempered by the hope of 
meeting her favorite actress, Dolly 
Singh. 

Fiction Chapter Books 

Anna Hibiscus by Atinuke 
Anna Hibiscus lives with her whole 
family in a wonderful house in Africa. 
Amazing Africa. There is always 
somebody to laugh or play with.  But 
more than anything else in the 
world, Anna would love to see snow. 

Rickshaw Girl by Mitali Perkins 
In her Bangladesh village, ten-
year-old Naimi excels at painting 
designs called alpanas, but to 
help her impoverished family 
financially she would have to be 
a boy--or disguise herself as one. 

Granny Torrelli Makes Soup 
by Sharon Creech 
With the help of her wise 
grandmother, 12-year-old Rosie 
works out some problems in her 
relationship with her best friend, 
Bailey, the boy next door. 

Ruby Lu, Brave and True 
by Lenore Look 
Almost-eight-year-old Ruby Lu 
spends time with her baby brother, 
goes to Chinese school, performs 
magic tricks, and has adventures 
with old and new friends. 

Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick 
Having lost his mother and his 
hearing in a short time, twelve-year-
old Ben leaves his Minnesota home 
in 1977 to seek the father he never 
knew in New York City, and meets 
there Rose, who is also longing for 
something missing from her life. 

Rapunzel’s Revenge 
by Shannon and Dean Hale 
In this Old West retelling, 
Rapunzel takes on outlaws and 
uses her hair as a lasso. 

The Year of Billy Miller by Kevin Henkes 
7-year-old Billy starts 2nd grade with a 
bump on his head and a lot of worries, 
but by the end of the year he has 
learned a lot from his teacher, his little 
sister, and his parents. 
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